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 AGENDA 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB COMMITTEE 
MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

12 MARCH 2024 AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SALISBURY LIVING 
SUB COMMITTEE 

IN WITTBER & DR RUBY DAVY ROOMS, SALISBURY COMMUNITY HUB, 
34 CHURCH STREET, SALISBURY 

 
MEMBERS Cr L Brug (Chairman) 

Mayor G Aldridge (ex officio) 
Deputy Mayor, Cr C Buchanan 
Cr J Chewparsad 
Cr P Jensen 
Cr S McKell (Deputy Chairman) 
Cr S Ouk  

 
REQUIRED STAFF Chief Executive Officer, Mr J Harry 

General Manager City Infrastructure, Mr J Devine 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Mr C Mansueto 
General Manager Community Development, Mrs A Pokoney Cramey 
General Manager City Development, Ms M English 
Manager Governance, Mr R Deco 

 
APOLOGIES  

LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Presentation of the Minutes of the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee 
Meeting held on 12 February 2024.  
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REPORTS 
ESATS1 Future Reports for the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 

Committee ............................................................................................................... 7 
ESATS2 Tree Removal Requests - January 2024 .................................................................. 9 
ESATS3 Appeals Report - Tree Removal Requests - Various Locations for January 

2024 ....................................................................................................................... 21 
ESATS4 Climate Change Risk Assessment ......................................................................... 27 
ESATS5 Sustainability Strategy 2035 Progress Report ....................................................... 79  

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
There are no Questions on Notice 

MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
There are no Motions on Notice 

OTHER BUSINESS 
(Motions without Notice, Questions Without Notice, CEO Updates)   

CLOSE 
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MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD IN WITTBER & DR RUBY DAVY ROOMS, SALISBURY 

COMMUNITY HUB,  

34 CHURCH STREET, SALISBURY ON 

12 FEBRUARY 2024 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Cr L Brug (Chairman) 
Mayor G Aldridge (ex officio) 
Cr J Chewparsad 
Cr P Jensen 
Cr S McKell (Deputy Chairman)  

 
OBSERVERS 

Cr B Brug 
Cr D Hood 
Cr A Graham 

 
STAFF 

Chief Executive Officer, Mr J Harry 
General Manager City Infrastructure, Mr J Devine 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Mr C Mansueto 
Manager Governance, Mr R Deco 
Manager Field Services, Mr M Purdie 
Manager Urban, Recreation and Natural Assets, Mr J Foong 
Team Leader Streetscape and Open Space Assets, Mr C Johansen 
Governance Project Officer, Mrs M Woods 

 
The meeting commenced at 6.30pm. 

The Chairman welcomed the Elected Members, members of the public and staff to the meeting. 
 
APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cr C Buchanan and Cr S Ouk.  

LEAVE OF ABSENCE  
Nil. 
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PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
 Moved Mayor G Aldridge 

Seconded Cr P Jensen 
The Minutes of the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 
Committee Meeting held on 4 December 2023, be taken as read and 
confirmed. 

 

  CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 

 
REPORTS 
ESATS1 Future Reports for the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 

Committee 
 

 Moved Cr P Jensen 
Seconded Cr S McKell 
That Council; 
1. Notes the report. 
 

 

  CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 

 
ESATS2 Tree Removal Requests - November and December 2023  
 Moved Cr P Jensen 

Seconded Cr J Chewparsad 
That Council; 
1. Notes the report. 
2. Approves the removal of the tree listed in Item 40 (Attachment 2,  

Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee;  
12 February 2024, Item no ESATS2) located at  
26 Jarman Avenue, Salisbury East due to safety concerns raised 
by residents. 

 

 

  CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
There were no Questions on Notice.  

MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
There were no Motions on Notice 

OTHER BUSINESS  
(Questions Without Notice, Motions Without Notice, CEO Update) 

There were no Other Business items. 
 

CLOSE 
The meeting closed at 6.35pm. 

CHAIRMAN……………………………………. 
 

DATE……………………………………………. 
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INFORMATION 
ONLY 
ITEM ESATS1 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB 
COMMITTEE   

DATE 12 March 2024  

HEADING Future Reports for the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 
Committee 

AUTHOR Corina Allen, City Infrastructure Administration Coordinator, City 
Infrastructure  

 

CITY PLAN LINKS 4.2  We deliver quality outcomes that meet the needs of our 
 community 

SUMMARY This item details reports to be presented to the Environmental 
Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee as a result of a previous 
Council resolution. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Notes the report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report.  

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 A list of resolutions requiring a future report to Council is presented to each 
Sub Committee and standing Committee for noting. 

1.2 If reports have been deferred to a subsequent month, this will be indicated, along 
with a reason for the deferral. 

2. EXTERNAL CONSULTATION / COMMUNICATION 

2.1 Nil. 
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3. DISCUSSION 
3.1 The following table outlines reports to be presented to the Environmental 

Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee as a result of a previous Council 
resolution: 
Meeting - Item Heading and Resolution Officer 
23/10/23 Review of the tree management removal 

framework 
Mark Purdie 

 This report will address the following two 
resolutions: 
 
27/11/23 - ESATS-OB1 - Other Business: Review 
of Tree Removal Policy 
1.  Requests Administration to include in the Tree 

Removal Management Process Review, due in 
February 2024, a review of the tree removal 
criteria, management policy and procedures. 

 
23/10/23 - ESATS1 - Review of the tree 
management removal framework 
4.  Requests that the administration undertake an 

internal review of the tree management removal 
framework, to be reported to Environmental 
Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee by 
January 2024. 

 

Due: April 2024  
23/10/23 Tree Planting - Reactive Planting Timeframes Simon 

Bartosak 
WMON2 1.  Requests the administration to present a report to 

the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 
Committee by March 2024 in relation to the 
current timeframes for planting a street tree upon 
request from a resident, giving consideration to 
opportunities and options to improve the response 
times 

 

Due: 
Deferred: 
Reason: 

March 2024 
April 2024 
Administration are in the process of finalising the 
report after reviewing timeframes. 

 

18/12/23 Sustainability Partnerships Lara 
Daddow 

ESATS3 3.  Approves pursuing establishment of a trial 
Regional Climate Partnership with the City of 
Playford, Town of Gawler, Local Government 
Association and Department for Environment and 
Water with a further report to be presented to 
Council with a Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

Due: December 2024  

4. CONCLUSION / PROPOSAL  
 4.1 Future reports for the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 

Committee have been reviewed and are presented to Council for noting. 
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INFORMATION 
ONLY 
ITEM ESATS2 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB 
COMMITTEE   

DATE 12 March 2024  

HEADING Tree Removal Requests - January 2024 

AUTHOR Nigel John, Team Leader Parks & Landscape, City Infrastructure  
 

CITY PLAN LINKS 1.1  Our City is attractive and well maintained 
4.1  Members of our community receive an exceptional 

experience when interacting with Council 

SUMMARY This monthly report provides Elected Members with updates on 
tree removal requests received from residents. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Notes the report. 

ATTACHMENTS 
This document should be read in conjunction with the following attachments: 
1. Tree Removal Requests - January 2024   

1. BACKGROUND 
1.1 At its meeting held on Tuesday, 27 April 2021 Council resolved: 

“That a standing report be established for every meeting of the Tree 
Management Appeals Sub Committee to inform Council of every application 
received for tree removal and the outcome of that request.” 

1.2 Staff currently upload a monthly tree removal request information table to the 
Elected Members Portal. This document has been adapted to provide further 
information and will now be reported to each meeting of the Environmental 
Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee. 

2. EXTERNAL CONSULTATION / COMMUNICATION 
2.1 Various residents. 

3. DISCUSSION 
3.1 The attached table is a summary of requests for tree removals received and 

actioned by staff during the past month and has been provided on the Elected 
Member Portal for January 2024. 
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3.2 January 2024: 
3.2.1 Fifty-seven (57) tree removal requests were received in January 2024.  
3.2.2 Of these requests, thirty-nine (39) were approved for removal including 

two (2) significant or regulated trees approved through development 
applications.  

3.2.3 Eighteen (18) requests were refused. Of these, twelve (12) are related to 
significant or regulated trees under the Planning Development and 
Infrastructure Act 2016.  

3.3 Tree removal requests often result in ongoing dialogue between the owner of the 
property and Council on the proposed tree removal and subsequent discussions 
around the species type and location of the new street tree. 

3.4 It is important to note that through various annual programs Council plants 2,000 
trees each year. These programs include Street Tree Renewal Program, In-fill 
Planting Program, Tree Screen Renewal Program, Reserve Upgrade Program, 
Feature Landscape Renewal Program, Greening Program, School Tree Planting 
Program, Major Projects and ad-hoc planting requests. These tree renewal 
programs are cognisant of regulated, significant trees or those forming habitat 
corridors. 

4. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
4.1 The budget allocation for reactive tree removals for 2023/24 is $363,000. As of 

the 31 January 2024, $302,541 has been committed to tree removal works 
leaving $60,458 budget allocation for the remainder of the financial year. 

4.2 Additional budgets will be required based on current expenditure trends and 
hence a third quarter budget review is highly likely. 

5. CONCLUSION / PROPOSAL 
5.1 It is proposed that the information contained in the report be noted. 
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ITEM ESATS3 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB 
COMMITTEE   

DATE 12 March 2024  

HEADING Appeals Report - Tree Removal Requests - Various Locations for 
January 2024 

AUTHOR Nigel John, Team Leader Parks & Landscape, City Infrastructure  
 

CITY PLAN LINKS 1.1  Our City is attractive and well maintained 
1.2  The health and wellbeing of our community is a priority 
2.1  Salisbury has a balance of green spaces and natural 

environments that support biodiversity 
SUMMARY In line with the approved tree removal procedure several 

decisions relating to the retention of trees have been appealed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes that the technical tree assessments undertaken for 3 Crown Crescent, 
Paralowie, 40 Firmin Street, Paralowie, and 36 Birch Avenue, Salisbury East do not 
conclude removal be recommended, based solely on the application of Council 
approved tree removal criteria.  

2. Notes that, as part of the appeal process, the refused tree removal requests appealed 
during the month of January 2024, as outlined in the report (Item ESATS3 
Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee, 12 March 2024), are now 
presented to the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee for 
consideration and/or recommendation to Council as per the Environmental 
Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee’s Terms of Reference.  

That the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee, using its delegated 
authority under its adopted Terms of Reference: 

3. Refuses the removal of the one (1) Regulated Tree located at 3 Crown Crescent, 
Paralowie. 

4. Refuses the removal of the one (1) Significant Tree located at 40 Firmin Street, 
Paralowie. 

5. Refuses the removal of the one (1) Non reg/significant Tree located at 36 Birch 
Avenue, Salisbury East. 

ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments to this report.  
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1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 In line with the approved tree removal procedure, residents are able to appeal 
decisions relating to the retention of trees.  This appeal process involves: 

• On-site meeting with residents and ward members 

• Report to the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee 
(ESATS) 

• Notification of outcome to residents 

2. EXTENERAL CONSULTATION / COMMUNICATION 

2.1 Residents 

2.2 Ward Councillors in line with the adopted procedures 

3. DISCUSSION 

3.1 Significant and regulated trees are offered protection through the Planning 
Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (the Act) and require development 
applications for removal. Objectives for assessment of development 
applications are contained within the Regulated and Significant Tree Overlay 
of the Act: 

Regulated trees are retained where they: 

• make an important visual contribution to local character and amenity;  
• are indigenous to the local area and listed under the National Parks and 

Wildlife Act 1972 as a rare or endangered native species; and/or 
• provide an important habitat for native fauna. 

Significant trees are retained where they: 

• make an important contribution to the character or amenity of the local 
area; 

• are indigenous to the local area and are listed under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1972 as a rare or endangered native species; 

• represent an important habitat for native fauna; 
• are part of a wildlife corridor of a remnant area of native vegetation; 
• are important to the maintenance of biodiversity in the local 

environment; and/or 
• form a notable visual element to the landscape of the local area. 

3.2 These objectives are distinct from City of Salisbury criteria for removal, which 
are not a consideration through the development assessment. 
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3.3 The following appeals have been lodged under the Tree Removal Policy and the 
residents are seeking removal of the trees.  

CRM  Street Suburb Tree Species 
422126 3 Crown Cres Paralowie Regulated Tree 
434757 40 Firmin Street Paralowie Significant Tree 
348688 36 Birch Ave Salisbury East Non reg/significant 

3.4 The initial assessment for each appeal has identified that the trees are healthy, 
in good condition without any structural flaws and didn’t meet City of 
Salisbury criteria for removal. 

3.5 Where appropriate, pruning or canopy reduction has been undertaken to help 
alleviate concerns raised and actively manage the trees. 

3.6 Following notification of appeal from the resident, and where appropriate, site 
meetings were arranged given the history with the trees.  

3.7 Any further information provided by residents was reviewed and the appeals 
are presented directly to the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub 
Committee for recommendation to Council for consideration. 

3.8 3 Crown Crescent, Paralowie    

3.8.1 The Euc sideroxylon tree is noted as regulated and has been 
inspected by two independent arborists. 

3.8.2 The tree is in good health and doesn’t achieve removal through the 
current criteria frame work. 

3.8.3 Maintenance pruning over the years has produced a well-formed 
canopy. 

3.8.4 A preliminary planning assessment has concluded that removal of 
this Regulated Tree is unlikely to be approved through a 
Development Application.  
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3.9 40 Firmin Street, Paralowie 

3.9.1 The Euc sideroxylon tree is noted as significant and has been 
inspected by two independent arborists. 

3.9.2 The Eucalyptus sideroxylon is in good health.   

3.9.3 The tree is also a well-formed specimen that wouldn't normally 
achieve removal criteria. 

3.9.4 The tree was previously assessed and removal was rejected through a 
Development Application previously CRM 394796. 

3.9.5 A preliminary planning assessment has concluded that removal of this 
Significant Tree is unlikely to be approved through a Development 
Application. 

 

3.10 36 Birch Avenue, Salisbury East  

3.10.1 Sophora sp has a health and structure rating of #1 good condition with 
no obvious structural defects. 

3.10.2 Pruning has previously been completed to reduce the canopy from the 
properties. 

3.10.3 Two independent arborists have inspected and do not support the 
removal based on debris and leaf fall. 
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4. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

4.1 The approximate cost for the removal of trees is detailed in the below table 

Street Tree Species Removal 
Cost 

Comments 

3 Crown Cres, 
Paralowie 

Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon 

$1,153.91 All costs are inclusive 
of development 
approval fee, tree 
removal cost, traffic 
management and 
stump grinding 

40 Firmin St, 
Paralowie 

Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon 

$1,511.33 

34 Birch Ave 1 x Sophora sp $768.94 

5. CONCLUSION 

5.1 In accordance with the approved tree removal procedure, some decisions 
relating to the retention of trees have been appealed. 

5.2 Site meetings have been completed and the Environmental Sustainability and 
Trees Sub Committee can now decide to approve removal, refuse removal or 
recommend that a Development Application be lodged for removal in line with 
the Sub Committee’s adopted Terms of Reference. 
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ITEM ESATS4 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB 
COMMITTEE   

DATE 12 March 2024  

HEADING Climate Change Risk Assessment 

PREV REFS ESATS ESATS5 13/11/2023 

AUTHOR Lara Daddow, Coordinator Strategic Sustainability, City 
Development  

 

CITY PLAN LINKS 2.3  Our community, environment and infrastructure are adaptive 
to a changing climate 

SUMMARY A Climate Change Risk Assessment has been completed to assess 
Council’s corporate risk exposure to the physical, economic 
transition and liability risks associated with climate change. Initial 
findings of this assessment were presented to Council at a CEO 
briefing on 6 November 2023.  

 The assessment identified 53 risks across ten themes that were each 
rated for two climate scenario timeframes. Of the 106 risk ratings, 
one is ‘low’ risk, 45 are ‘medium’ risks, 44 are ‘high’ risks and 16 
are ‘very high’ risks spread across the three climate scenario 
timeframes of 2030, 2050 and 2090. It is proposed that a Climate 
Change Adaptation Action Plan is developed to guide and prioritise 
risk controls and next steps drawing on findings of the climate 
change risk assessment. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Notes the Climate Change Risk Assessment Report prepared by consultants in 

Attachment 1 (Item ESATS4 Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee 
12 March 2024). 

2. Approves the development of a Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan to guide and 
prioritise risk controls and next steps drawing on findings of the climate change risk 
assessment, with a $50,000 budget bid to be included for consideration as part of the 
2024/25 budget process. 

ATTACHMENTS 
This document should be read in conjunction with the following attachments: 
1. Climate Change Risk Assessment Report   

1. BACKGROUND 
1.1 Climate risks are already impacting and will continue to impact all communities, 

and councils are at the frontline in managing climate risks to their communities 
and to their assets, operations and services. 
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1.2 Councils have a duty of care to manage climate risks. 
1.3 Council’s strategic risk register lists climate change adaptation and environmental 

sustainability as a risk. 
1.4 A Climate Change Adaptation Governance Assessment was completed in 2021. 

Embedding climate risk management in Council’s formal risk management 
system was identified as an area for improvement. 

1.5 The City of Salisbury Sustainability Strategy 2035 includes an action to undertake 
a climate change risk assessment to understand the corporate exposure to the 
physical, economic transition and liability risks associated with climate change. 

1.6 Consultants were engaged in July 2023 to complete a climate change risk 
assessment project that has culminated in a report finalised in January 2024. 

1.7 A CEO briefing on the climate change risk assessment process and initial findings 
was presented to Council on 6 November 2023. 

1.8 The climate change risk assessment initial findings were reported to the 
Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee on 13 November 2023 
and Council resolved at its meeting held on 27 November that it: 

“Notes the report.” 
 
2. EXTERNAL CONSULTATION / COMMUNICATION 

2.1 Climate Change Consultancy July 2023. 

3. DISCUSSION 
3.1 The climate change risk assessment approach was based on the Scan Cycle from 

the Climate Compass climate risk management framework (2018), a best practice 
approach endorsed by the Australian Government and consistent with the 
International Standard ISO 31000 for Risk Management (2018).  

3.2 The climate change risk assessment provides a first pass assessment of the high 
level physical and transitional climate risks to Council assets, operations and 
services. 

3.3 To identify and assess climate risks it is necessary to envision future scenarios. 
For this assessment climate scenarios for 2030, 2050 and 2090 were defined based 
on data and guidance from the Guide to climate projections for risk assessment 
and planning in South Australia released by the Department for Environment and 
Water in late 2022. 

3.4 Engagement to inform the climate change risk assessment included: 

• six workshops attended by 66 staff from across the organisation including 
community services, infrastructure, regulatory services, natural assets, 
buildings, property and corporate. 

• follow up and targeted meetings with key staff. 
• two Executive briefings. 
• multiple Project Steering Committee meetings. 
• a Senior Leadership workshop. 
• a CEO briefing to Council on 6 November 2023. 
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• a report to the Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee on 13 
November 2023. 

3.5 Potential risks collated from the engagement process were consolidated and 
refined to form 53 risks across ten themes, with risk ratings determined for each 
risk against the two most relevant scenario timeframes (to create a total of 106 
risk ratings). 

3.6 The risk ratings are residual – they assume current controls are in place, with no 
further treatments applied. Risk ratings escalate in severity from 2030 through to 
2090, influenced by greater and less certain climate impacts in 2090, and by the 
lack of viable market ready solutions to address some risks (for example, non-
diesel heavy fleet alternatives for reaching net zero by 2050). The number of risks 
in 2090 is lower because many of the risks identified have shorter decision 
lifetimes. 

3.7 Decisions made today must account for how long their effects will apply, which is 
why many risks for 2050 and 2090 need to be managed in the short term. Councils 
design assets and services for projected, not current, populations. Likewise, 
Councils need to design assets and services for the projected, not current, climate. 

3.8 The treated risk ratings were not included in the report as they rely on a very early 
list of potential controls that have not been fully scoped, costed or approved. 
However, if proposed treatments were successfully applied, there is potential to 
significantly reduce risk ratings. 

3.9 The figure below lists the ten risk themes and illustrates the spread of the 106 risk 
ratings across the three scenarios, including:  
3.9.1 For 2030 the climate change risk assessment identified one ‘low’ risk, 20 

‘medium’ risks and 7 ‘high’ risks.  
3.9.2 For 2050, there were 20 ‘medium’ risks, 27 ‘high’ risks and 6 ‘very high’ 

risks.  
3.9.3 For 2090, there were 5 ‘medium’ risks, 10 ‘high’ risks and 10 ‘very high’ 

risks. 
3.10 There were no ‘very high’ risks identified for 2030, however the ‘medium’ and 

‘high’ risks identified for 2030 were predominately to staff and community. This 
highlights the significant importance of supporting staff and community wellbeing 
and resilience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM ESATS4   

Page 30 City of Salisbury 
Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub Committee Agenda - 12 March 2024 

 It
em

 E
SA

T
S4

 
 

 
3.11 The very high risks in 2050 include: 

3.11.1 The risk that long-lived assets are impaired, need replacement sooner, 
and/or require more maintenance, due to increased exposure to extreme 
weather (storms and heat) and progressive increases in temperatures. 

3.11.2 In particular, roads may require earlier intervention to maintain service 
levels due to increased heat and expansive soils impacted by the drying 
trend. 

3.11.3 Overall base operating costs may increase (related to infrastructure, 
depreciation, energy etc) due to climate-related events and changes in 
policy impacting costs of maintaining service levels.  

3.11.4 Supply chain limitations and impacts on core services/supplies as the 
transition to low carbon materials and services, policy changes, extreme 
weather events delaying or cutting off supply chains, could increase 
material shortages and delay projects.  
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3.12 The ‘very high’ risks for 2050 are also ‘very high’ for 2090. Additional ‘very 
high’ risks for 2090 include: 
3.12.1 The potential reduced use and change in needs for outdoor sport and 

recreation facilities due to increasing daytime temperatures and extreme 
heat that prevents safe play outdoors during summer, particularly for 
artificial turf/surfaces.  

3.12.2 Increased energy demands and cost for cooling council buildings due to 
higher average temperatures and heatwaves especially if they are open 
for longer and have more people using them to keep cool.  

3.12.3 Reduced street tree health and potential die back due to increased heat 
and reduced rainfall which increases vulnerability to pests and diseases, 
and more extreme weather that could increase maintenance and 
replacement requirements for street trees. 

3.12.4 The risk that staff are unable to complete core work due to reduced 
productive time with implementation of stand down due to extreme heat 
procedures and/or staff assisting with a higher number of emergency 
events.  

3.12.5 Increased exposure of workers to climate hazards impacting work health 
and safety particularly for outdoor workers.  

3.12.6 Reduced ability to capture rainwater to meet current and future demand 
for Salisbury Water supply due to projected changes in rainfall (less rain 
overall but more intense downpours), along with potentially increased 
watering needs (eg. longer dry periods, more demand for greening).   

3.12.7 Risk of coastal inundation impacting development and infrastructure due 
to a lack of adequate planning for and adaptation to sea level rise, in 
collaboration with stakeholders at a local and regional scale.  

3.12.8 Insufficient consideration of climate change impacts and risks in growth 
area planning, development and infrastructure including Dry Creek, 
North-Western growth areas and Salisbury City Centre which 
compromises the long-term resilience of growth areas, including housing, 
businesses and Council infrastructure. 

3.12.9 Assets that have high carbon emissions, are not climate resilient, and 
have high ongoing cost liabilities for Council due to lack of accounting 
for climate change in project lifecycle costs. 

3.13 The findings of the climate change risk assessment demonstrate that many 
controls are in place to manage climate change risks, but further action is needed 
to reduce the risk exposure of the City of Salisbury within acceptable risk 
tolerance levels. 

4. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW  
4.1 The climate change risk assessment project was completed within the approved 

budget of $40,000 as part of the Strategic Urban Planning budget for 2023/24. 
4.2 A budget bid for $50,000 to prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan 

including analysis of spatial data will be included for consideration as part of the 
2024/25 budget process. 
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5. CONCLUSION  
4.1 The climate change risk assessment report identifies the following next steps: 

4.1.1 Continuing to build the case for investment in adaptation and long-term 
resilience such as by improving internal tools and processes to demonstrate 
the financial benefits of long-term investments. 

4.1.2 Expanding on the climate change risk assessment by developing a climate 
adaptation action plan to guide investment in risk controls. 

4.1.3 Exploring opportunities to embed climate risk management in business as 
usual, such as embedding the climate risk register in the CoS risk 
framework. 

4.1.4 Continuing and expanding climate change capacity building and behaviour 
change including by establishing an internal climate risk community of 
practice and seeking knowledge and sharing with other Councils (such as 
through the trial Regional Climate Partnership for Northern Adelaide).  

5.2 It is proposed that a Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan is developed to 
guide and prioritise risk controls and next steps drawing on findings of the climate 
change risk assessment (pending the outcome of a $50,000 budget bid to be 
included for consideration as part of the 2024/25 budget process). 
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ITEM ESATS5 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND TREES SUB 
COMMITTEE   

DATE 12 March 2024  

HEADING Sustainability Strategy 2035 Progress Report 

AUTHOR Lara Daddow, Coordinator Strategic Sustainability, City 
Development  

 

CITY PLAN LINKS 2.1  Salisbury has a balance of green spaces and natural 
environments that support biodiversity 

 2.2  We make the most of our resources including water, waste 
and energy 

 2.3  Our community, environment and infrastructure are adaptive 
to a changing climate 

SUMMARY This report constituents the first six-month progress report since the 
Sustainability Strategy 2035 was adopted in June 2023.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Approves the provision of six-monthly reports on the progress of implementation of the 

Sustainability Strategy as detailed in Attachment 1 of the report (Item No ESATS5  
Environmental Sustainability and Trees Sub  Committee 12 March 2024). 

ATTACHMENTS 
This document should be read in conjunction with the following attachments: 
1. Sustainability Strategy 2035 - Status of Actions February 2024   

1. BACKGROUND 
1.1 On 26 June 2023, Council adopted the Sustainability Strategy 2035 (Sustainability 

Strategy 2035 • City of Salisbury)  
1.2 This report constituents a progress report on the first six-months of 

implementation of the Sustainability Strategy 2035.  

2. EXTERNAL CONSULTATION / COMMUNICATION 
2.1 N/A 

3. DISCUSSION 
Status of Actions 
3.1 Of the 48 actions in the Sustainability Strategy the status of progress includes:  

• 30 (63%) actions that are on track. 
• 17 (35%) actions that are progressing, but scope or funding needs to be 

resolved (e.g. pending outcomes of strategy development or budget bids). 

https://www.salisbury.sa.gov.au/council/council-plans-and-registers/city-management-plans/environmental-sustainability-strategy
https://www.salisbury.sa.gov.au/council/council-plans-and-registers/city-management-plans/environmental-sustainability-strategy
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• The remaining action is highly dependent on State Government partnership and 
funding - “Partnering with the State Government to deliver a Sustainability 
Centre for Excellence and eco-tourism destination at St Kilda to support 
biodiversity conservation and education.” 

3.2 A list of Sustainability Strategy 2035 actions and the status of actions is provided 
in Attachment 1. 

 Biodiversity Salisbury Theme 
3.3 The key achievements during July to December 2023 against the Biodiverse 

Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.3.1 to 3.3.7. 
3.3.1 Engagement and support of the community across seven biodiversity 

planting events where over 5,000 local native plants were planted (with 
funding support from Green Adelaide and the Department for 
Infrastructure and Transport). 

3.3.2 Ongoing monitoring and management at six key biodiversity sites 
including planting of an additional 1,300 local native plants. 

3.3.3 Delivery of the grant funded Railway Corridor rehabilitation project at 
Pooraka. 

3.3.4 Provision of free native plants for education sites (1,850 in total) and 
subsidised native plants for residents (2,050 in total). 

3.3.5 Collaboration with the Green Adelaide Education Team on the 
establishment of the community led Our Big Backyard project in the 
Little Para River area with multiple schools, NGOs and the Kaurna 
community. 

3.3.6 Agreement on the terms of reference for a working group with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to discuss management of 
the St Kilda mangrove trail and visitor centre. 

3.3.7 Council endorsement of the St Kilda Mangroves Alliance Community 
Vision and Strategic Plan and an advocacy letter to the Minister for 
Environment and Water. 

3.4 The key plans during January to June 2024 to progress against the Biodiverse 
Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.4.1 to 3.4.7. 
3.4.1 One community planting event and one school planting event is 

scheduled at Little Para River for June 2024.  
3.4.2 Revegetation works will commence in May 2024 at key biodiversity sites 

with just over 1,000 plants proposed to be planted by Field Services. 
3.4.3 Two plant propagation workshops will be held in partnership with Green 

Adelaide and Provenance Indigenous Plants. 
3.4.4 The Our Big Backyard project in the Little Para River area will be 

launched in early 2024 including maps and educational material. 
3.4.5 The voucher scheme offering education sites 50 free native plants and 

residents subsidised native plants will be opened and promoted from May 
2024 to coincide with the start of planting season. 
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3.4.6 Feedback on two grant applications (submitted on 9 February 2024) for 
the Open Space Grant Program will be received by the end of June 2024. 
The applications were for Baloo playground incorporating Biodiversity 
Sensitive Urban Design principles as part of the Walkleys Road Strategic 
Development Project and for work on the Green Trails Program for Dry 
Creek Trail at Valley View. 

 Carbon Responsible Salisbury 
3.5 The key achievements during July to December 2023 against the Carbon 

Responsible Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.5.1 to 3.5.7. 
3.5.1 85% completion of the new Aquatic Centre which will be an all-electric 

facility with high efficiency heat pumps and 150kW of solar PV reached. 
3.5.2 Commencement of the development of a Fleet Low Emission Feasibility 

Study and Transition Plan. 
3.5.3 Council approval of sustainability grant guidelines (as part of the 

Community Grant Program) for projects from 1 July 2024. 
3.5.4 CoS was invited and agreed to participate in the LGA Net Zero 

‘Accelerate’ Program for Local Government. 
3.5.5 Commencement of a partnership with 10 other councils (and led by City 

of Charles Sturt) on a project to develop decision support tools for lower 
carbon emission roads and footpaths co-funded by the Local Government 
Research and Development Scheme. 

3.5.6 Council approval to pursue establishment of a trial Regional Climate 
Partnership (RCP) for Northern Adelaide (pending a MoU being brought 
back to Council). 

3.6 The key plans during January to June 2024 to progress against the Carbon 
Responsible Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.6.1 to 3.6.8. 
3.6.1 Identification of potential energy efficiency and carbon emission 

reduction projects for submission to the Australian Government 
Community Energy Upgrade Program which opened on 21 December 
2023 and is due 30 April 2024. 

3.6.2 The Fleet Low Emission Feasibility Study and Transition Plan will be 
completed in early 2024 and presented to Executive and Council before 
June 2024. 

3.6.3 The documentation, processes and marketing material will be finalised 
for the new sustainability grant ready to be launched 1 July 2024. 

3.6.4 The LGA Net Zero 'Accelerate' Program will commence and include 
collation of emission source data as part of development of a baseline 
carbon inventory and delivery of a summary report including emission 
reduction opportunities linked to Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions by mid-
2024. 

3.6.5 The project to develop decision support for lower carbon emission roads 
and footpaths project in partnership with 10 councils is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of 2024. 
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3.6.6 Discussions will be held with representatives from City of Playford, 
Town of Gawler, Green Adelaide, Department for Environment and 
Water, NAWMA and LGA on scope and governance of an RCP trial 
including development of a MoU for Council consideration. 

3.6.7 Development of an Economic Development Strategy including 
consideration of opportunities to support business in the low carbon and 
circular economy. 

3.6.8 Council has the opportunity to advocate for increased support and 
infrastructure for active travel as part of a submission on the Department 
for Infrastructure and Transport Adelaide North Transport Study 
announced in January 2024.  

 Climate Resilient Salisbury 
3.7 Key achievements during July to December 2023 against the Climate Resilient 

Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.7.1 to 3.7.12. 
3.7.1 Review of draft tree canopy and heat mapping data outputs (captured 

during 2022/23 summer) as part of a partnership project with the 
Department for Environment and Water (DEW) and metropolitan 
Adelaide councils. 

3.7.2 Identification of climate adaptation and sustainability design guideline 
options for the Walkleys Road Corridor project. 

3.7.3 Commencement of the pilot flash flood forecasting system project in 
partnership with multiple agencies co-funded by the Disaster Risk 
Reduction Grant program. 

3.7.4 Commencement of the RediCommunities Community-led Disaster 
Resilience Project in partnership with Red Cross and multiple key 
stakeholders including a community information session. 

3.7.5 Commencement of a research project on use of and connection to green 
space among CALD communities led by University of Adelaide in 
partnership with Cities of Port Adelaide Enfield and Charles Sturt, 
funded by Green Adelaide. 

3.7.6 Council approval of an updated Extreme Heat Policy incorporating a 
policy position that Council may extend opening hours of community 
facilities during extreme heat events if needed/requested to provide a safe 
and comfortable environment for the community.  

3.7.7 Support for and increased community participation in the national Grow 
it Local program.  

3.7.8 Commencement of partnership discussions with NGO's on community 
food relief initiatives.  

3.7.9 Commencement of a research project to develop new decision support 
tools that incorporate economic quantification of health and 
environmental benefits of trees and green space, led and funded by the 
University of Adelaide in partnership with City of Unley and State 
Government agencies. 
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3.7.10 Commencement of an Emergency Risk Assessment, completion of staff 
engagement and commencement of reporting. 

3.7.11 Commencement of a Climate Change Risk Assessment, completion of 
engagement and near completion of reporting.  

3.7.12 Approval of the CoS Regional Public Health Plan by the Chief Public 
Health Officer. 

3.8 Key plans during January to June 2024 to progress against the Climate Resilient 
Salisbury theme actions are summarized in points 3.8.1 to 3.8.10. 
3.8.1 Review of the final 2022/23 tree canopy and heating mapping data and 

reporting from DEW.  
3.8.2 Finalisation of climate change adaptation initiatives and design 

guidelines for Walkleys Road Corridor project. 
3.8.3 Presentation of the three draft Stormwater Management Plans (Adams 

Creek, Greater Edinburgh Park and Dry Creek) to Council and then 
community consultation (pending Council decision). 

3.8.4 Community workshops will be held as part of the RediCommunities 
project in February and May 2024. 

3.8.5 Opportunities to support residents through the escalating cost-of-living 
and food security crisis will be considered as part of development of a 
Cost of Living Strategy (as identified in the Thrive Strategy and Action 
Plan). 

3.8.6 Partnership discussions with Puddle Jumpers, food relief agency, will 
continue with likely service at Bagster Road Community Centre 
commencing in March 2024. 

3.8.7 A range of community gardening workshops will be delivered across 
Community Centre and Hub sites including at the Burton and Para Hills 
communal gardens in collaboration with Green Adelaide and the Grow It 
Local program. 

3.8.8 The Emergency Risk Assessment will be completed and reported to the 
Audit & Risk Committee and Council. 

3.8.9 A workshop facilitated by University of Adelaide will be held with CoS 
staff as part of the economics of trees research project in April 2023 with 
findings of research discussed later in 2024. 

3.8.10 The Climate Change Risk Assessment report will be provided to Council 
in March 2024 with recommendations on next steps. 

 Resourceful Salisbury 
3.9 Key achievements during July to December 2023 against the Resourceful 

Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.9.1 to 3.9.7.  
3.9.1 Reporting to Council on the successful and quick take up of free Food 

Organics Green Organics (FOGO) bins by residents (78% over 2 years) 
and incorporation of free FOGO bins as BAU (as the avoided landfill 
levy cost more than covers the provision of FOGO bins). 
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3.9.2 Finalisation of waste education material in languages other than English 
by NAWMA with input from the Salisbury Intercultural Community 
Alliance.  

3.9.3 Completion of a CoS supported PhD study on the use of recycled 
aggregates in kerb concrete. 

3.9.4 Support provided to NAWMA to hold two community collection days 
for old, worn-out linens to be recycled by BlockTexx.  

3.9.5 Council agreed to establishing two circular economy sharing initiatives 
(e.g. tool libraries, repair cafes, community gardens) as part of the Thrive 
Action Plan. 

3.9.6 Review of waste management for large CoS events and a Council 
decision to engage waste management contractors to provide a three bin 
system for six large events in 2024. 

3.9.7 Engagement of a consultant by NAWMA to complete a feasibility study 
on an alternative waste management system. 

3.10 Key plans during January to June 2024 to progress against the Resourceful 
Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.10.1 to 3.10.7. 
3.10.1 Development of a communication plan in collaboration with NAWMA to 

educate the community about the different waste streams, the benefit of 
diversion from landfill and other related waste management issues, 
including promotion and distribution of the waste education material for 
CALD communities. 

3.10.2 A new service agreement for kerbside waste collection will be developed 
by NAWMA based on feedback from CoS with the possibility to 
consider performance measurements to understand community behaviour 
in relation to waste. 

3.10.3 Representatives from the University of South Australia and industry 
partners will present to CoS staff on findings of the research on recycled 
aggregates in kerb concrete. 

3.10.4 A project plan for a community skills sharing / circular economy 
initiative will be developed. 

3.10.5 An Economic Development Strategy for CoS will be developed including 
consideration of opportunities in the low carbon and circular economy. 

3.10.6 A contractor will be engaged to deliver three bin systems for CoS six 
large events in 2024. 

3.10.7 In accordance with a Council decision in December 2023 a report will be 
prepared on replicating the City of Adelaide's Reuse and Recycling Hub 
program in CoS. 

 Waterwise Salisbury 
3.11 Key achievements during July to December 2023 against the Waterwise Salisbury 

theme actions are summarised in points 3.11.1 to 3.11.4. 
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3.11.1 Expansion of the Salisbury Water network with connections to Bush Park 
at Pooraka, Fairbanks, Venturi and Delamere Reserves at Paralowie, and 
Bunya, Strathpine and Fern Grove Reserves at Salisbury East. 

3.11.2 Collaboration between the Green Adelaide Education Team and 
Salisbury Water staff at the Greenfields Wetland to provide resources for 
self-guided tours and presentations to 60 high school students on the 
recycled water process, water quality and management. 

3.11.3 Agreement to partner on a University of SA PhD project for 3.5 years on 
mechanistic design of permeable paving, including water-transferring 
solutions, to improve permeable paving design for roads, with multiple 
council and industry partners. 

3.11.4 Commissioning of the Railway Corridor Detention basin at Pooraka. 
3.12 Key plans during January to June 2024 to progress against the Waterwise 

Salisbury theme actions are summarised in points 3.12.1 to 3.12.4. 
3.12.1 Camelot Reserve irrigation will be connected to the Salisbury Water 

network and Springback Boulevard Reserve irrigation will be upgraded. 
3.12.2 White Green at Salisbury East and Kara Crescent Reserve at Para Hills 

will be connected to the Salisbury Water network. 
3.12.3 A 5-yearly review of all (emerging) pollutants of concern as part of full 

catchment risk assessments will be completed and this will inform a 
revision of the Water Quality Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

3.12.4 Work will continue with DEW to secure Australian Government funding 
for the Bellchambers project at Edinburgh North including upgraded 
litter and sediment removal prior to the existing detention basin and new 
filtration, harvest and MAR infrastructure. 

4. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
4.1 No financial implications. All budgets for Sustainability Strategy actions are 

assessed as part of the annual budget bid and business planning process. 

5. CONCLUSION  
5.1 Of the 48 actions in the Sustainability Strategy the status of progress includes:  

• 30 (63%) actions that are on track. 
• 17 (35%) actions that are progressing, but scope or funding needs to be 

resolved (e.g. pending outcomes of strategy development or budget bids). 
• The remaining action is highly dependent on State Government partnership and 

funding - “Partnering with the State Government to deliver a Sustainability 
Centre for Excellence and eco-tourism destination at St Kilda to support 
biodiversity conservation and education.” 

5.2 The next progress report will be provided in August 2024 and will assist to inform 
the City of Salisbury Annual Report.  

5.3 It is proposed that a key highlights version of the Sustainability Strategy progress 
report for 2023/24 is graphically designed for community release. 
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