
The management 

of GGRP sites: Fire as 

a tool in maintaining 

diversity and influencing 

vegetation structure 



ÅProtection of life 

ÅProtection of 

property 

ïBiomass 

reduction 

ïWeed control 

ïBiodiversity 

attributes 

ïCultural 

connections 

Why burn? 



Burning 

ÅMany studies have shown that most mature plants in 

native grasslands are relatively robust and insensitive to 

the effects of fires  

ÅMost grassland species respond to fire by re-sprouting 

from underground vegetative structures 

ÅFew grassland species seem to be fire germination cued 

ÅIt is generally accepted that grasslands should not be 

burnt until species have finished flowering and shed their 

seed  

ÅTherefore, late summer to autumn is considered the 

most appropriate time to burn 



Why do we burn GGRP sites? 

ÅReduce grassy biomass 

ÅRejuvenate vegetation (grasses and forbs) 

ÅInhibit community dominants (grasses) 

ÅAllow for persistence of sub-dominants (forbs) 

ÅMaintain canopy gaps for recruitment 

ÅCost (?) 

ÅEase (?) 

ÅEffectiveness (?) 

 



Can these goals be achieved by 

other means? 
ÅCut and bale 

ÅSlashing 

ÅGrazing 

ïDeferred 

ïRotational  

ÅHerbicides 

ÅCombinations of the above 

 

 


